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REM ARKS/ARG UMENTS 



The paragraph beginning at page 3, line 12, is amended to omit the phrase "is 
characterized by that it" at page 3, lines 12-13. 

Claims 1-11 are pending. Claim 1 is amended to clarify the nature of the management 
controller and to clarify that the management controller is of a computer. Claim 2 is amended to 
accord with claim 1 . Claims 3 and 8 are amended to clarify the nature of the interface. As the 
current claims are fully enabled and definite, the rejections under 35 USC § 1 12 are moot. 
Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

The rejections of claims 1, 5 and 6 as obvious over Hawkins et al (U.S. Patent No. 
6,948,008) in view of Struhsaker et al. (U.S. Publication 2002/0098869), and of claims 2-4 and 
7-11 as obvious over these two references and further in view of NexCom (NexBlade HS420 
2003-06 Edition), are respectfully traversed for the following reasons. 

The present invention is directed to a redundant management control arbitration system. 
As recited in independent claims 1 and 7, a management controller installation status detecting 
module of the system detects whether the computer has been installed with another management 
controller, and an operating mode setting module of the system sets the associated management 
controller to standby mode in the event that the management controller installation status 
detecting module detects that another management controller has been already installed on the 
computer , and to active mode in the event that the management controller installation status 
detecting module detects that no other management controller is installed on the computer. In 
summary, as long as the management controller installation status detecting module detects that 
another management controller has been already installed on the computer, the associated 
management controller is set to standby mode. 

The Office Action alleges at page 5 that Hawkins et al. teach detecting whether the 
computer has been installed with another management controller, and Struhsaker et al. teach in 
Figs. 13 and 15 (14 in fact) and paragraphs [0190] to [0193] setting the associated management 
controller to standby mode in the event that the management controller installation status 
detecting module detects that another management controller has been already installed on the 
computer (which neither Hawkins et all nor NexCom teach or suggest). 

However, Struhsaker et al. actually disclose in Figs. 13 ad 14 and paragraphs [0190] to 
[0193] that "[C]ard 800 then determines whether the other master controller card is active 
(decision step 1425). If the other master controller care is active, then card 800 assumes the role 

of the secondary master controller card (step 1430) If the other master controller card is not 

active, then card 800 assumes the role of the primary controller card (step 1435)." 

From the foregoing, it is clear that Struhsaker et al.'s associated management controller 
(card 800) will not be set to the standby mode unless the computer is detected to be installed with 
another management controller and that other management controller is set to the active mode. 
This contrasts with claims 1 and 7, where the associated management controller will be set to 
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standby mode as long as another management controller is detected to have been installed with 
the computer. 

Therefore, all limitations of claims 1 and 7 are neither taught nor suggested by the prior 
art. As such, claims 1 and 7 are not obvious. Claims 2-6 and 8-1 1 depend from claims 1 and 7, 
respectively, and are similarly non-obvious. Accordingly, claims 1-11 are patentable. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicants submit that the present 
application is in condition for allowance. A Notice of Allowance is therefore respectfully 
requested. 

No fee is believed due. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized during 
prosecution of this application, to charge any fees that may be required (except for patent issue 
fees required under 37 CFR §1.18) or to credit any overpayment of fees to Deposit Account No. 
50-0337 . If an extension of time is required in connection with this paper, please consider this a 
Petition therefor and charge any fees required to Deposit Account No. 50-0337 . 



Dated: March 19,2007 Respectfully submitted, 

Miles Yamanaka 
Reg. No. 45,665 
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